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FIREARMS CONTROL — TERRORIST ATTACKS — LAS VEGAS–PORT ARTHUR 
Statement 

HON PIERRE YANG (South Metropolitan) [5.44 pm]: During the recent parliamentary recess, there was 
a mass murder of 59 innocent people in Las Vegas on 1 October 2017. At about 10.05 pm local time, 
Stephen Paddock opened fire from his hotel room on the thirty-second floor of a Las Vegas hotel on 22 000 people 
who were attending a concert nearby. Fifty-nine people died and over 500 people were injured. It is a tragedy and 
we offer our condolences to those who were killed and injured and to their families. 
In 1996, Australia witnessed the worst gun massacre in its history in Port Arthur. There were 35 people killed and 
23 injured by one single gunman, Martin Bryant, using a semiautomatic rifle. The community came together after 
that under the leadership of the then Prime Minister, John Howard, and Australia implemented a very strong 
gun-control measure targeting the widespread issue of guns. I must say that I do not agree with the former 
Prime Minister John Howard on a lot of issues, but one thing I do agree with him on and respect him for is his 
strong stance on gun control. 
I served in the Australian Defence Force for almost 11 years. I used the F88 Austeyr automatic rifle, the 
F89 Minimi light machine gun and the MAG 58 machine gun. I know the power these weapons yield. Unlike in 
some movies in which people can hide behind trees or vehicles in the hope that they become bullet-proof or at 
least have those things catch the bullets, in reality they do not. They get penetrated by the bullets like a piece of 
paper and the bullets will hurt a person. 
We also hear the argument that the only thing that stops a bad guy with a gun is a good guy with a gun, but the 
recent Las Vegas massacre showed us loud and clear that that argument is incorrect. There was nothing anyone 
could have done during that 10 minutes Stephen Paddock sprayed all his bullets on innocent people. The only 
thing that can stop a bad guy with a gun is not to give him a gun in the first place or rather not to allow him to 
access a gun. I am grateful that we live in Australia where we have a range of strong measures on gun control and 
we should remain vigilant on that. 
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